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Comaromi, John Phillip. The Eighteen Edi-
tions of the Dewey Decimal Classifica-
tion. Albany, N.Y.: Forest Press Division, 
Lake Placid Education Foundation, 
1976. xiv, 678p. $10.00. LC 76-10604. 
ISBN 0-910608-17-2. 
Dewey, Melvil. A Classification and Subject 
Index for Cataloging and Arranging 
Books and Pamphlets of a Librarg. Am-
herst, Mass., 1876. Dewey Decimal Cen-
tennial 1896-1976. Facsimile reprinted 
by Forest Press Division, Lake Placid 
Education Foundation. Printed . and 
bound Kingsport Press, Inc. Kingsport, 
Tenn. 44p. $5.00. 
Nothing could be more fitting during the 
100th anniversary of the Dewey Decimal 
Classification than a facsimile reprint of the 
first edition and a complete history of the 
classification down to 1976. Both hand-
somely bound volumes look sturdy enough 
to survive the use they almost certainly will 
get. 
Comaromi' s history begins with Dewey's 
idea of using a positional decimal notation 
for organizing all knowledge. Then he looks 
critically irito the idea's possibie sources, 
both acknowledged and unacknowledged. 
In the process, the "inverted Baconian" no-
tion is rejected, to the delight of this re-
viewer who finds it extremely difficult, 
when explaining Bacon's system, to see any 
clear relationship, inverted or otherwise, be-
tween that and Dewey. 
Comaromi covers the first and second 
editions at considerable length (126p.) be-: 
cause the basic outline and principles of the 
classification were determined in these two. 
After the publication, in 1885, of the sec-
ond edition, the system was reasonably 
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